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surgery for open-angle glaucoma

a closer look

SURGERY FOR
OPEN-ANGLE GLAUCOMA

A clear liguid called aqueous humor circulates
inside the front portion of the eye. In open-angle
glaucoma, this liquid does not flow efficiently through
the eye’'s sponge-like drainage system (known as

the trabecular meshwork). When this liguid fails

to drain properly, pressure builds within the eye.

The medical term for this pressure is intraocular
pressure. Such pressure inside the eye may damage
the optic nerve and lead to vision loss. Medications,
laser surgery or other glaucoma surgeries may be
used to lower and control the eye pressure.

WHEN IS SURGERY NECESSARY?

When medications or laser treatment cannot lower

eye pressure enough, surgery is usually recommended.
Of the possible procedures, glaucoma filtration surgery,
also called trabeculectomy, is the most common.

HOW IS A TRABECULECTOMY DONE?

In performing a trabeculectomy, your ophthalmologist
(Eye M.D.) makes a small flap in the white of the eye,
called the sclera. A filtration bleb, or reservoir, is
created under the conjunctiva, the thin and clear
coating that covers the sclera. The agueous humor
inside the eye can then drain through the flap to
collect in the bleb, where itis absorbed into the
lymph and blood vessels around the eye.

The bleb looks like a bump or blister on the
white part of the eye but is usually hidden
by the upper eyelid.
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Fluid drains from the inside of the eye into
the bleb.
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